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Traveler’s Tips 

Flying isn’t getting any easier. 
Here are some ideas for making  
it a little better. 

Lowering the cost: While favored 
search engines like Orbitz.com 
and Priceline.com can still be re-
lied upon for good deals, some 
new kids on the block may offer 
better prices. Check out kayak. 
com, momondo.com, and vaya-
ma.com. These search engines 
scan all the other airfare search 
sites. It’s a good idea to check the 
airline’s own site before booking 
with a reseller.  Sometimes you’ll 
find the best prices there. 

Assure yourself adequate time 
for plane changes:  Airlines are 
beginning to schedule impossible 
connections, sometimes allowing 
less than an hour between flights. 
Read all the details of your pro-
posed flight before buying online!  
Be sure to have at least one hour 
between connections, and never 
less than two hours for returning 
international flights. If you do 
accidentally book too tightly, call 
the airline--changes can be made. 

Paris in June! 
What could be lovelier than Paris is June, when the sky is blue and flowers are bloom-

ing everywhere?  The Touring Club has recently arranged a great-value but short -

lived opportunity for a week in Paris at a 4 -star hotel in the center of the city.  
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Sunday lunch in the old village before an afternoon visit to the home and garden of 
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have a guided tour of the city, which will be followed by 5 days to spend just as we 

like. For those making a first trip to the City of Light, Libbie will guide visits to the 

Louvre and Notre Dame, to the Eiffel Tower and charming French restaurants, to the 

Palace at Versailles and its incredible gardens, to the Arc de Triomphe and a stroll 
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Others, more familiar with the city, will be assisted in planning days filled with  

exactly what they want to see and do in this great city:  to shop, to visit museums 

great and small, to spend hours exploring the Pere Lachaise cemetery or the Canal St. 

Martin, to shop for antiques in small stores and flea markets, to dine on some of the 

best food in the world!  Whatever your pleasure, Libbie will work with you before 
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friends from home to join for an evening, perhaps for a chamber music concert in glo-

rious Sainte Chapelle, or a nighttime ride to the top of the Eiffel Tower, or dinner in a 

wonderful but affordable French bistrot.  Everyone on this trip will experience Paris 

just the way she likes it! 

We will travel June 19 to 26.  The cost of the tour is $1205, which includes accommo-
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not included. Air travel is additional but is around $1000 round trip from New Bern. 

Only eight people can join this group, and some have already signed up.  This is the 
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Touring Club today for more details: 252 -633-9771. This offer ends February 19! 

Day Trip to Pinehurst: Not Just for Golfers! 
Join The Touring Club when we explore Pinehurst, the historic home of golf in Amer-
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end with time to wander into village shops and among the lovely homes and gardens.  

This trip has been designed to appeal to husbands so bring one along if you like.  It 

will be on March 18, when daffodils and tulips will be in bloom.  It will be a 12 -hour 
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fee are served in the morning, and beer, wine, and soft drinks with snacks are offered 

on the return trip.  This day trip is $85 per person, including transportation in a 55 -

passsenger coach with onboard toilet, lunch, tours, and refreshments. Call or email 

soon to make your reservation. 

Libbie & her grandson, Chris, 

touring Paris by Segway. 



The Touring Club 

222 Craven Street 

New Bern 

252-633-9771 

www.TheTouringClub.net 

The Touring Club L.L.C. is 

owned and operated by 

Libbie Griffin.   

Charleston Home & Garden Tour  
Peek inside 20 beautiful private homes in Charleston’s historic district by joining 
The Touring Club trip to the  Festival of Houses and Gardens. Our visit to 
Charleston includes two 3-hour self-guided tours of homes and gardens including 
the famous Rainbow Row section of town.  We’ll spend two nights at the delight-
ful Meeting Street Inn in the center of the historic district. You’ll have the oppor-
tunity to make this your trip: shop, explore, taste -- enjoy Charleston your way!  
Following two days in Charleston, we’ll visit, Drayton Hall and Magnolia Planta-
tion. On our way home we will stop at beautiful Brookgreen Gardens for a tour 
of that spectacular springtime garden.  

Our trip will be March 29 - 31 when Charleston will be at its very best. The cost 
of our tour is $485 which includes three days transportation, two nights at Meet-
ing Street Inn in the historic district with breakfast, two Festival tour tickets, ad-
mission to Drayton Hall, Magnolia Plantation and Brookgreen Gardens.  Deadline 
for reservations is February 28.  Call 633-9771 for details. 

The Touring Club has planned several exciting cruises for 
ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏ×ȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ 
put down a small deposit to reserve your stateroom.  Sail-
ing with a Touring Club group has several advantages.  
Usually the fare is a bit lower and there are always some 
added amenities such as on-ÂÏÁÒÄ ÃÒÅÄÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÎÅȢ  9ÏÕȭÌÌ 
ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÏÌÄ ÏÒ ÎÅ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ 44#ȭÓ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ 
in getting to the ship.  Sometimes we add pre- or post-
cruise tours in the embarkation cities. And uniquely, The 
Touring Club offers our own excursions, arranged just for 
our clients by Libbie Griffin.  Any of these cruises will 
make a wonderful vacation, so why not plan to come with 
TTC this year?  Call 252-633-9771 for details. 

On our Alaska cruise July 23 -30 we will sail through and 
×ÁÌË ÕÐÏÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ !ÌÁÓËÁȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÓÔ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ 
ÇÌÁÃÉÅÒÓȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÏÒÔ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÉÎ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÏ×ÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÇÁÔÅȤ
ways to a variety of adventurous excursions (and more 
sedate ones too.) A full day in Victoria, British Columbia is 
a special feature of this cruise.  It will allow time for a visit 
to the spectacular Butchart Gardens and to explore the 
small but busy city of Victoria. Before and after the cruise, 
spend some time in Seattle.  Explore the Pike Street Mar-
ketplace or the Space Needle.  Oceanview staterooms are 
$1005 per person double occupancy, Interior staterooms 
are $864 p.p./dbl. To each add $146.08 taxes. Balcony 
staterooms are available. A deposit of $250 per person 
must be paid no later than March 25. 

Sail the Mediterranean ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÏÎ #ÅÌÅÂÒÉÔÙ #ÒÕÉÓÅÓȭ ÓÈÉÐ 
Century for 12 days, September 19-30, Begin and end in 
Barcelona Spain. Visit the Amalfi Coast of Italy, spend two 
days in Venice, see Split and Dubrovnik in Croatia. Have 
two long days in Rome and Florence, and a lovely day in 
the south of France. This cruise is a great value : Interior 
stateroom are $1129 p.p./dbl; oceanview stateroom: 
$1499 p.p./dbl; Concierge class veranda rooms are  

$2299 p.p./dbl.  To each fare add $100 in port taxes.  
$450 per person deposit must be paid by March 23. 

Our Canada/New England cruise will begin in Quebec 
#ÉÔÙ ÏÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ς ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÂÅÇÉÎȤ
ning this trip a few days earlier in Montreal. Sail the St. 
Lawrence Seaway, making stops along the way before 
stopping in Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia.  The 
colors will be beautiful when we sail into Portland Maine 
and when our cruise ends in Boston.  We are planning 
some fun excursions -- come with us! We sail on Norwe-
ÇÉÁÎ #ÒÕÉÓÅÌÉÎÅȭÓ ÓÈÉÐȟ Dawn. Interior stateroom: $579 
p.p./dbl.; oceanview stateroom: $969 p.p./dbl.; Balcony 
stateroom: $1199 p.p./dbl.; to every class, add $115.82 
port taxes and fees.  Deposit $250 per person. 

See spectacular ports of call on our Mediterranean/
Black Sea ÃÒÕÉÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÒÉÎÃÅÓÓ #ÒÕÉÓÅÓȢ  "ÅÇÉÎ ÉÎ 2ÏÍÅȭÓ 
port on October 17 (we may opt to begin a few days ear-
lier). Cruise the Mediterranean, before arriving in Alexan-
dria, Egypt, for two days (see the Great Sphinx and the 
Pyramids as well as Cairo.)  Next stop: Chios (Khios) 
Greece, a charming Greek island with beautiful beaches 
and villages. Enjoy one full day in Istanbul and the next in 
ancient Ephesus before a spending a long day in Athens, 
'ÒÅÅÃÅȦ /ÕÒ ÎÅØÔ ÓÔÏÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ .ÁÐÌÅÓȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÅÎÊÏÙ Á 
private tour of the Amalfi Coast before returning to Rome 
at the end of our cruise. Interior stateroom: $1590 p.p./
dbl. Balcony stateroom: $2690 p.p./dbl. To each add $30 
port tax.  20% deposit by April 20 holds your reservation.  

In addition to our group cruises, The Touring Club can 
arrange any cruise to any destination for you.  See our 
website at www.TheTouringClub.net or for brochures or 
other information, please call Libbie Griffin at The Tour-
ing Club at 252-633-9771 or email 
Info@TheTouringClub.net. 

Itõs Time to Arrange Autumn Group Cruises 

http://www.historiccharleston.org/news_events/festival.html
http://www.draytonhall.org/
http://www.magnoliaplantation.com/
http://www.magnoliaplantation.com/
http://www.brookgreen.org/

